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AUSTRIA ANO ITALY TO SEEK 
MEDIATION ON SOUTH TYROL 

At negotiations concerning the South Tyrol, which were 
resumed at Zurich on June 24(see AUSTRIAN INFORMATION, 
Vol. XIV, No. 10), Austria and Italy decided to abandon their 
talks and seek outside mediation. 

Austria proposed the formation of an international com- 
mission of inquiry to seek a solution. 

The head of the Austrian Delegation, Foreign Minister 
Dr. Bruno Kreisky, said his delegation also had proposed a 
direct appeal to Dag Hammarskjold, Secretary General of the 
United Nations. 

The Italians want to refer the matter to the International 
Court of Justice. 

A communique stressed that Austria continued to demand 
full regional autonomy for the South Tyrol and that Italian of- 
fers of granting administrative powers to that region could not 
be considered satisfactory. 


AUSTRIAN-GERMAN TALKS IN BAD KREUNZNACH 
SUCCESSFULLY CONCLUDED 

On June 12, Austrian Foreign Minister Dr. Bruno Kreisky 
and German Foreign Minister Dr. Heinrich von Brentano met 
in Bad Kreuznach to negotiate an Austrian-German financial 
compensation agreement. They reached an accord in principle 
on German restitution payments to Austria during the evening 
hours of the same day. A commission of experts is to prepare 
an agreement which will be signed in Vienna sometime in the 
late summer of this year. 

According to the joint communique ofthe German and Aus- 
trian delegations, the talks were held in a friendly atmosphere 
and in the spirit of mutual understanding. They resulted in 
complete agreement. 

The agreement provides that the Federal Republic of 
Germany wiil participate in the financial obligations which 
the Austrian Republic undertakes in accordance with the law 
of the country on behalf of expellees, resettlers and political 
persecutees,. 

In addition, pending problems concerning social security 
and the implementation of the Austrian-German property agree- 
ment were clarified. 

The total German financial contribution amounts to 321 
million D-marks (4 D-marks equal one dollar. Ed.) The agree- 
ment represents the final settlement of all problems which 


have arisen between the two countries during the war and 
post-war period. 

The meeting of the two foreign ministers was also at- 
tended by the Austrian Minister of Finance Dr. Klaus and the 
State Secretary in the German Ministry of Finance, Professor 
Hettlage. 

The total sum of 321 million D-marks is to be distributed 
as follows: 

1, For expellees and resettlers 125 million D-marks; 

2. For political persecutees 95 million D-marks; also 6 
million D-marks for the collecting points of the Jewish organ- 
izations; 

3. For replacement payments due as social security 95 
million D-marks. 

Payments will be made in installments within four years. 
Advance payments will be possible should ratification of the 
agreement be delayed. 

During a joint dinner of the two delegations, Dr. von 
Brentano stressed that the talks in Kreuznach will further 
deepen the sincere relations between Austria and the Federal 
Republic. Dr. Kreisky, in his reply, underlined the important 
fact that the new agreement would clear all those questions 
which still existed between Austria and the Federal Republic. 


MEMBERS OF AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT 
COMMENT ON KENNEDY — KHRUSHCHEV MEETING 

‘‘We shall be glad indeed,’’ commented Austrian Fed- 
eral Chancellor Dr. Alfons Gorbach on the recent summit 
meeting in Vienna, ‘‘to make our institutions available for 
future international conferences. The summit meeting has 
concentrated world interest for a few days on Austria and en- 
hanced the country’s reputation. Even more important, the two 
statesmen consider their meeting useful. We Austrians have 
lived up to our tradition as the citizens of a country well suit- 
ed for international congresses. 

‘‘The results of the meeting corresponded to Austria’s ex- 
pectations. No solution of pending world problems was to be 
expected from the first encounter. It appears that the purpose 
of the meeting was fulfilled: personal contact has been es- 
tablished, and continued contact seems to have been agreed 
upon. All these talks, designed to lessen international ten- 
sion and bring about permanent world peace, are gratefully 
acknowledged by Austria.’’ 

Stating that Vienna has passed a few exciting days, 
Vice Chancellor Dr. Pittermann said: ‘‘The Vienna meeting 
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between the President of the United States and the Minister 
President of the Soviet Union was different from previous 
conferences inasmuch as it did not culminate ina spectacular 
event but in peaceful discussion. This ought to be properly 
recognized. This meeting might more easily lead to a peace- 
ful solution of pending world problems.’’ 

Austria is well on the way to gain an international repu- 
tation such as Switzerland had won in decades of pursuing 
its policy of neutrality, commented Austrian Foreign Minister 
Dr. Bruno Kreisky. He made mention of Austria’s membership 
in the United Nations as an additional advantage. Austria, Dr. 
Kreisky added, had succeeded in gaining a high degree of 
confidence in the capitals of the two world powers. 


PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY THANKS AUSTRIA 

Upon his return from his Vienna meeting with Premier 
Nikita Khrushchev President Kennedy addressed the follow- 
ing letters to the President, the Chancellor and Foreign Min- 
ister of Austria: 


To Federal President Dr. Adolf Schaerf: 
“Dear Mr. President: 

“‘l am deeply grateful for the gracious hospitality with 
which you and your countrymen received me on the occasion 
of my visit to Austria to meet with Chairman Khrushchev. | 
shall always remember with pleasure your generous helpful- 
ness and the warmth of the reception | received from you and 
the Austrian people. 

“With every good wish. 


Sincerely, 


(signed) John F. Kennedy” 


To Chancellor Dr. Alfons Gorbach: 
“Dear Mr. Chancellor: 

“1 should like to express my gratitude for all that you 
and your government have done on the occasion of my visit to 
Vienna to meet with Chairman Khrushchev. The memory of the 
courtesy and assistance extended me will long reiwain with 
me. 

“With every good wish. 

Sincerely, 


(signed) John F. Kennedy”’ 


To Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Bruno Kreisky 
“Dear Mr. Minister: 

“I should like to express my deep personal appreciation 
for all that you and your colleagues in the Ministry for For- 
eign Affairs have done to facilitate my visit to Vienna to 
meet with Chairman Khrushchev and for the cordial hospital- 
ity extended Mrs. Kennedy and me. 

“With every good wish. 

Sincerely, 


(signed) John F. Kennedy”’ 


KREISKY ON MOVING U.N. TO VIENNA 

Foreign Minister Kreisky answered a number of ques- 
tions put to him by AP representatives concerning the, at 
present only, unofficially announced plan of the Soviet Union 


to recommend Vienna as a new seat of the United Nations, 
As can be deduced from his statements, no official request 
has yet been received by the Austrian Federal Republic. The 
Minister said: 

‘‘When specifically asked at a press conference, Federal 
Chancellor Gorbach stated correctly that this will be a con. 
crete problem only when the Soviet Union as well as the 
United States forward such request to Austria. Since it repre. _ 
sents a legal problem solely among the large powers, I per. ‘ 
sonally douht whether the United States will make such ag 4 
request to us in the near future. 

‘It is a serious political argument between the large 
powers, We have no reason to interfere. 

‘*However, I would like to express my personal opinion, 
I doubt whether we could fulfill the gigantic obligations | 
which are connected with the move of the headquarters of | 
this world organization to Vienna, 


EEE 


‘‘For instance, Vienna would need at least an additiona} : 


g 
t 


5,000 first-class hotelrooms in order to be able to cope with | 
a General Session. While a city like New York with a daily | 
influx of at least 1 million visitors could make use of these 
facilities all year round, in Vienna they would be unoccupied | 
for months at a time. During the last General Assembly | had | 
the opportunity to observe how literally armies of police had 
been assigned to protect the delegates. After all, there are | 
representatives of totalitarian powers among the delegates, | 
While a city with a police force of 40,000 men can afford such | 
safety measures, it would necessitate an unproportionate in- | 
crease in our security system. Even our city’s planning laws | 
would need adjustments which Austria would hardly be able | 
to finance, 


‘‘Last, but not least, with respect to the basic aspects 
of a transfer, especially under present difficult global politi- | 
cal conditions, a country in our situation should weigh care- t 
fully the gigantic problems involved. i 

‘‘As dear as Vienna’s and Austria’s reputation is to my ' 
heart, and as much as [ am in favor of increasing the tourist 
trade, I must emphasize that we should not lose track of the 
material, technical and political proportions of the problem. 

‘‘— would recommend, therefore, to the Austrian Federal 
Government a very careful examination of all aspects to this | 
question. Fortunately, however, the problem has not as yet | 
come up.’’ | 


AUSTRIA CONTEMPLATES AN ECONOMIC 
ASSOCIATION WITH EEC 

In a recent statement on external policy, Federal Cham | 
cellor Alfons Gorbach referred to Austria’s current prepara- . 
tions, if necessary and advisable, to enter into contractual 
relations with EEC. 

Austria, he declared, will continue for some months to 
observe with critical attention present new efforts to form 4 
bridge between the European Economic Community (EEC) and 
the European Free Trade Association (EFTA). Meanwhile, 
however, all possibilities will be examined with regard to an 
economic treaty with EEC, to be concluded by Austria on af 
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individual basis, the Chancellor stressed, adding that this 
possible project has already beendiscussed with Switzerland. 

Gorbach at the same time emphasized that another proce- 
dure, by which Austria might directly join EEC, would be out 
of the question, as such a step, in the country’s own view, 
would contradict the Austrian concept of neutrality. 


DR. BRUNO KREISKY TALKING TO 
GERMAN AUDIENCES ON POLICY PROBLEMS 

At the occasion of a visit in Heidelberg, the Austrian 
Foreign Minister Dr. Bruno Kreisky commented over the 
Southern German Radio Station on Austria’s policy of neu- 
trality. This policy, the minister declared, does not iend it- 
self to be a model for Germany. 

While it served the purposes of a nation of seven million 
citizens, it would not suit a nation of seventy million people. 
Disregarding this difference would amountto a grave political 
error. Dr. Kreisky added that he felt entitled to say so with- 
out inviting an accusation that he interferes with the policies 
of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

Talking to students in Heidelberg, Dr. Kreisky warned 
against believing that Khrushchev and the other powerful 
figures in the Kremlin were Russian nationalists first and 
Communists only in the second place. He alsowarned against 
believing that a rising standard of living in the countries of 
the Eastern Bloc would bring about a democratization in the 
meaning of western terminology. In addition, he discouraged 
the political speculations which were based on a widening 
conflict between the Soviet Union and Communist China. 
Moscow as well as Peiping were fully aware of the fact thata 
conflict between them would strengthen the western camp. 
The Soviet Union had reconciled itself to no longer maintain- 
ing its predominance in the Eastern Bloc. 

Western policies would be successful if they were based 
on internationalism and solidarity of the western nations a- 
mongst themselves as well as with the young nations of Asia 
and Africa, and if they rested on fraternal relations with all 
those who have to fight poverty and misery. 

The foreign policy of the free peoples is in need of dem- 
ocratization, the Austrian Foreign Minister added. 

Following his visit in Heidelberg, Dr. Kreisky went to 
Berlin in acceptance of an invitation extended to him by the 
Ernst Reuter Society and in order to inform the Governing 
Mayor of Berlin Willy Brandt on his impressions concerning 
the Kennedy-Khrushchev meeting in Vienna. 

In the Auditorium Maximum of Berlin’s Free University 
Dr. Kreisky spoke on ‘‘Thoughts concerning the principles of 
Foreign Policy.’’ 


HIGH TYROLEAN OFFICIAL RELEASED BY ITALY 

After 42 days of imprisonment on remand, State Govern- 
ment Councillor Dr. Viktoria Stadlmayer, chief of the South 
Tyrol Department of the Innsbruck State Government, has been 
teleased from the Bozen prison on June 10, (See Austrian In- 
formation XIV, 8/9). The examining magistrate as well as the 
prosecuting attorney had pleaded for ‘‘provisional release’’ a 
solution which practically amounts to banishment from the 
South Tyrol. 


Accompanied by her attorney and the Austrian consul 
in Milan, Dr. Friedrich Muellauer, Dr. Stadlmayer left the pri- 
son at 9:30 p.m. Dr. Muellauer’s car brought her to the Aus- 
trian-Italian border. 

The provisional release decree stipulates that Dr. Stadl- 
mayer must not stay in the Trentino — South Tyrol region 
‘unless the Italian legal authorities request her return for the 
purposes of a court interrogation.’’ She is permitted to visit 
other parts of Italy. 

Dr. Viktoria Stadlmayer, well known as a member of the 
Austrian delegation to the Austrian-Italian talks on the South 
Tyrol, had been arrested on the Brenner Pass by Italian police 
on April 29th. The office of the district attorney in Bozen ac- 
cused her of ‘‘anti-Italian activities’’, supporting their posi- 
tion by a letter which the secretary of the South Tyrolean 
People’s party of Sarnthein, Helmuth Kitzinger, had sent her. 
Kitzinger was also arrested. 

Austrian protests first remained unheeded because Italian 
district attorneys are not subject to orders from above. Even 
the provisional release does not imply that the case against 
Dr. Stadlmayer has been dropped. 


NKRUMAH TO VISIT AUSTRIA 

The President of Ghana, Kwame Nkrumah, will pay a 
state visit to Austria immediately following his trip to East- 
ern Europe which will begin on July 4th. 


AUSTRIAN CONSUL COL. WILLIAM K. 


ST. CLAIRE HONORED 

The Golden Medal of Honor for Services to the Republic 
of Austria was bestowed upon Colonel William K. St. Claire, 
the Consul of Austria for Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas, by 
Austrian Federal’ President Dr. Adolf Schaerf, 

The announcement of this bestowal was made at a recent 
luncheon in Col. St. Claire’s honor at the Down Town Club, 
where the local Consular Corps, Federal and Municipal offi- 
cials and members of the Dallas Press were present. 


USA BEGINS VIEING FOR AUSTRIAN TOURISTS 

The President of the American Hotel Association, C.J. 
Mack, recently visited Austria in order to find out how Amer- 
ica should treat its Austrian guests. ‘‘In a few years,’’ Mr. 
Mack said, ‘‘many Austrians will be in a position to afford a 
trip to the USA.’’ 

Even now, Mr. Mack contends, Austrians though not rich 
by world standards could afford the sojourn itself in the Uni- 
ted States. What makes an American vacation expensive at 
this time, is the trip from continent to continent across the 
Atlantic. At any rate, the United States wants to be ready for 
the arrival of European tourists in greater numbers than here- 
tofore. 

During the last six months, tourism from Austria to the 
United States has gained 11.5 per cent, according to a report 
by the American Express. Easing of visa formalities, cur- 
rency exchange and reduction of fares during the off-season 
are given as reasons for this development. 
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AUSTRIA TO CHAIR THE EFTA 

In accordance with the rotation principle, Austria’s for- 
eign minister Dr. Bruno Kreisky will become chairman of the 
European Free Trade Association for the six-month period 
beginning July 1. During the first year of the EFTA’s exist- 
ence Switzerland and Great Britain had been chairmen of the 
economic group known as the Seven. Other members are, of 
course, Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Portugal. Among the 
chairman’s tasks are the presidency of the EFTA ministerial 
conference and control of the work done at the permanent 
headquarters of the organization in Geneva. 

Political circles in Vienna believe that transfer of the 
chairmanship to Austria might strengthen certain possibili- 
ties in the direction of efforts to bring the two European eco- 
nomic blocs — the EFTA and the European Economic Com- 
munity (Common Market) — into closer relationship. 

VIENNA PREPARES FOR WORLD BANK, 
IMF ANNUAL MEETINGS 

Host this year to the annual meetings of the World Bank 
and International Monetary Fund (IMF), Vienna is getting 
ready to unfold the red carpet for the finance ministers and 
bankers from 70 nations. The foremost topic expected to be 
discussed in the September 18 to 22nd period is a closer co- 
ordination of international monetary and fiscal policies — an 
idea originally advanced by Austria’s former Finance Mini- 
ster Dr. Reinhard Kamitz. The Vienna gathering will gain ad- 
vance importance from the fact that the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) and for the first time the International De- 
velopment Association (IDA), affiliate organizations of the 
World Bank, will meet concurrently in the city’s historic Hof- 
burg Palace. 

Austria’s relations with the World Bank have been parti- 
cularly close during the last decade, with the international 
organization having recognized the Alpine nation as one of 
the better credit risks. Nearly $100 million in World Bank 
loans came to Austria, with the proceeds helping to finance 
extensive investment programs in the electric power industry, 
road-building and the modernization of the telephone system. 


28th INTERNATIONAL FOUNDRY CONGRESS IN VIENNA 
Under the honorary sponsorship of the Austrian Federal 


President Dr. Adolf Schaerf, the 28th International Foundry 
Congress took place in the Vienna Hofburg from June 19th to 
24th. 1400 foundry specialists from 24 countries participated 
in the congress. 

Following the congress, inspection tours to foundries in 
the Austrian federal states were undertaken. 

134 foundries are active in Austria, 68 of them iron foun- 
dries. Vienna alone boasts 41 foundries while the remainder 
is distributed over Lower Austria, Upper Austria and Styria. 

ERP credits facilitated a vast expansion of productive 
capacity. In 1960, 250,000 tons of iron castings were pro- 
duced as compared to 40,000 tons before the war. 

BEA EXPANDS SERVICE TO KAERNTEN 

British European Airways has announced immediate ex- 
pansion of its service to Kaernten. Effective June 1, BEA 
will have daily service (instead of three times a week) on 
the route London-Munich-Klagenfurt. In addition, BEA opened 
an office in Klagenfurt. 


GABLONZ ENTERPRISES EXPORT SUCCESSFULLY 

In 1960, Austrian firms sold for more than 500,000 schil- 
lings (1 schilling equals 26 cents) glass costume jewelry and 
and glass mosaics to foreign markets. A main factor in this 
success was a group of manufacturers called ‘‘Gablonz Enter. 
prises’’ which, formerly seated in Czechoslovakia, re-estab-. 
lished themselves after World War II in Austria. 


_ AUSTRIA ENJOYS GROWING PROSPERITY 


Austria’s growing prosperity manifests itself most clearly 
in the steady rise of salaries and pay. Summing up the tota] 
national economy from 1954 till 1960, salaries and pay have 
risen by 76 per cent to 72.7 million schillings (25 schillings 
equal one dollar. Ed.) During the same period the national] in- 
come rose by 67 per cent to 118.5 billion schillings. Corres- 
pondingly, the share of salaries and pay rose from 58 to 61 
per cent while other income such as employers’ income, not 
distributed dividends and income of the public hand receded 
in proper proportion. 

Slight readjustments were also registered for the gross 
national product whose value in 1960 amounted to 148.2 bil- 
lion schillings, i.e., 70 per cent more than in 1954. While in- 
dustry and trade maintained their share of 43.3 per cent, the 
building trade, the electric power industry, commerce and 
public hand expanded. The relative share of agriculture an 
forestry fell back by one third. Thus, the values for the elec- 
trical power industry, the public hand and commerce rose by 
approximately 100 per cent, the share of the building trade by 
80 per cent. 

The absolute values for the gross national product in 
1960 are: industry and trade 64.2 billion schillings, agricul 
ture and forestry 16.4 billion, service industries 16.2 billion, 
commerce 15.7 billion, public hand 12.3 billion, building trade 
10.3 billion, traffic and communication 6.8 billion, and elec- 
tricity, gas and water 6.3 billion schillings. 


AUSTRIANS DEVELOP ECONOMIC 
NUCLEAR REACTOR FUEL 

The Metal Works Plansee in Austria recently gave notice 
that, together with scientists and technicians of the Seibers- 
dorf Reactor Study Association and a number of Austrian uni- 
versity institutions, they had succeeded in developing a new 
nuclear reactor fuel which owns all the qualities necessary 
to create nuclear power current. 

So far, the prohibitive cost of the electric energy thus 
produced had prevented the establishment of large-scale nit 
clear electric power stations. ® 

The new nuclear fuel will not only produce a consider 
ably higher capacity but can also be used for less compl 
cated and, therefore, less expensive reactors. 

The American Atom Energy Commission has shown gre 
interest in this Austrian development. Scientists in the Unk 
ted States have tried to solve the same problem over mally 
years, and it is well conceivable that the Austrian industy 
will soon be the main supplier of this important source a 
energy. s 
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Folk-Dances and the Folk-Dance Movement in Austria 


Rewiets tra- 
yelling in coun- 
tries where 
“folklore’’ still 
flourishes expect 
to have it served 
up to them on a 
platter, so to 
speak, all in- 
cluded. The tour- 
ist in Tyrol, for 
instance, usually 
wants to see a 
“Schuhplattler’’ 
dance on his 
very first even- 
ing, or to listen 
to some of the 
yodelling he has 
been told so 
much about. This is why there are so many ‘‘folklore’’ shows 
in Tyrol and Salzburg and other popular districts of Austria 
during the holiday period: they afford tourists an opportunity 
of seeing local costumes, admiring the dances, and listening 
to the yodelling. But these same tourists who attend ‘‘Tyrol’’ 
or “Salzburg’’ or ‘‘Styrian’’ evenings, and enjoy them very 
much, would be amazed and perhaps even rather cross if they 
were told that what they had seen had little to do with gen- 
uine folklore. Yet these daily folklore shows, which from a 
commercial point of view are indispensable, entail certain 
consequences: variations are constantly introduced into the 
traditional dances themselves, as well as into the songs and 
especially the style in which they are performed, if for no 
other reason than to stimulate the audience into still heartier 
salvos of applause. With their striving after effect and their 
cult of new ‘‘pseudo-traditions’’ the commercialized folklore 
evenings put on for tourists are vastly different from the real 
thing. Unfortunately genuine folklore, shorn of misrepresenta- 
tion, is usually very difficult to find because it has been rele- 
gated to the background by the racket of contemporary amuse- 





Rudentaenze (Laendier) 
e ‘eo 








Banditanz (Streamer Dance) 


ments, music-boxes, tea-dances, etc. and by the ubiquitous 
motor-car. Moreover, genuine folk-dancing and singing in the 
Alpine provinces is usually associated with definite festivals, 
many of which fall in autumn or early winter, outside. the nor- 
mal holiday period. Furthermore, in places where there is a 
flourishing folk-song and dance tradition, there is often some 
reluctance to parade it before strangers. 

Yet the serious student of folklore will find plenty of 
scope in Austria to-day, where there are ‘‘enclaves’’ of gen- 
uine folklore in every one of the provinces, not only in Tyrol. 
Admittedly some of them are not what they were; in some 
cases it is just a matter of one or two elderly people having 
to be coaxed and wheedled into performing, but once they get 
warmed up they often give really astonishing performances. 
Here and there the younger people (fortunately) have also tak- 
en up genuine folk-dancing again, and there are at present 
organizations such as the ‘‘Ruden’’ at the ‘‘Ruadenkirtag’’ 
village festival at Sierning in Upper Austria where group after 
group, hour after hour, execute their highly complicated Land- 
ler, a dance which strangers to Upper Austria find it impossi- 
ble to imitate. But this is only one of many places in Austria 
where brilliant performances are to be seen; though it must be 
admitted that even the remotest village has by now succumbed 
to modern ball-room dancing. Incidentally, the same complaint 
was being made as long ago as the turn of the century, but 
to-day it has more justification. 


Yet oddly enough there is a movement to-day in the 
opposite direction. Folk-dancing has come to town. As in 
other European countries, there is a flourishing folk-dance 
movement in Austria which is making itself increasingly felt. 
The first steps towards putting folk-dancing on its feet again, 
so to speak, were taken some 45 years ago shortly after 
World War I, and were associated with the name of Raimund 
Zoder, the Austrian counterpart of Cecil Sharp in England. 
Having survived World War II the movement is now in the pro- 
cess of organizing itself on an effective basis: up to now one 
of its most characteristic features has been its organic 
growth, independent of any rigid organization. When foreigners 
attending one of the big folk-dance festivals in Vienna, the 


Dance Under the Linden Tree 
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Holzhacker Tanz (Woodcutter Dance) 

‘*Kathreintanz’’ for instance, with its 1500 dancers, ask what 
organization the dancers belong to, the answer is: none. 
Many of them are members of associations of an entirely dif- 
ferent kind, folk-dancing being only one of their interests. 
There are very many dancers who belong to no organization 
at all. 

The folk-dance organizations which came into being not 
very long ago, such as the Vienna ‘‘Arbeitsgemeinschaft der 
Wiener Volkstanzgruppen’’, or the Styrian ‘‘Arbeitsgemein- 
schaft fuer Volkstumpflege in der Steiermark’’, or the ‘‘Arbeits- 
gemeinschaft  Oesterreichischer Volkstanz’’ which em- 
braces the whole country, are little more than loose associa- 
tions of danceleaders and persons who are particularly inter- 
ested in the revival of folk-dancing. Not that their efficiency 
is impaired in any way thereby. And this is where a second 
characteristic of the movement in Austria assumes signifi- 
cance, From the very beginning folk-dancing was something 
more than just dry academic research by a handful of ‘‘ro- 
mantic aesthetes’’: on the contrary, it was an active, practical 
pursuit, closely associated with country folk-dancing, which 
in former times was more widespread than now. It was also 
associated with first, the wearing of original local costumes, 
some of which are still worn as a sort of quaint survival in 
various parts of the country, after being adapted to modern 
hygienic standards; and second, with the performance of folk- 
songs, of which a number of examples were, and still are, to 
be found in peasant communities. Along with this revival of 
interest in genuine old customs and traditions and attempts 
to adapt as many of them as possible to daily life. The view 
that such activities are romantic moonshine or dry academic 
research, totally divorced from reality, is usually expressed 
by people who know nothing about the subject or who fail to 
appreciate its importance in the spiritual drought of modern 
life. 

What are the traditional dances that have kept the Aus- 
trian folk-dancing movement in such a flourishing condition? 

Research can point to roots that go back to the early 
Middle Ages. Folk-dances of the time can be seen in a num- 
ber of engravings by 16th century German masters such as 
Sebaldus Beham. In general, however, our social folk-dances 
represent a cross-section of dances from the latter part of the 


18th and the early part of the 19th centuries, as established 
by assiduous collectors and experts. 

The fact that folk-dancing was for so long primarily an 
active pursuit accounts for many of the dances for couples 
appearing so up-to-date, developments of the waltz, the polka, 
or just walking in pairs. The waltz, the ‘‘Jaegermarsch’’, and 
the polka have never become outmoded. 

These are the relatively simple basic dances that form 
the backbone of practical folk-dancing, but the more compli- 
cated square-dances are also still performed. Dances such ag 
the ‘‘Steirische’’ or the ‘‘Almerische’’, typical of Austria’s 
mountain provinces, include intricate arm-movements which 
are in reality a remarkable series of gestures, basically flirt- 
atious in character, between the two partners. Not unnatur- 
ally they call for extremely accurate ‘‘team-work’’, which 
entails much time and patience. They are distinctly less 
likely to encourage onlookers to join in than the simpler but 
more immediately attractive primary Austrian folk dance forms, 

Besides dances like the ‘‘Steirische’’ in 3/4 time with 
its arm-movements, (usually referred to in German as ‘‘ Laend- 
ler’’), there are the delightful ‘‘Landler’’ (not Laendler) pecu- 
liar to Upper Austria and the Salzkammergut, that even a good 
many Austrians know little or nothing about. These ‘‘Landler’’, 
often in 3/4 time and accompanied by singing, clapping, and 
stamping, are basically for men, the girls only providing a 
decorative background or serving as ‘‘stooges’’ for the gyra- 
tions and evolutions of the men. 

The ‘‘Schuhplattler’’, which many foreigners consider the 
Austrian dance par excellence is actually confined to Salz- 
burg and Tyrol and, outside Austria, Bavaria. It was originally 
meant for one couple, like the ‘‘Steirische’’, with the boy’s 
sequence of smacks on his thighs and the soles of his feet 
indicating a spontaneous expression of life and vigor. It was 
not so very long ago that more complicated rhythms were in- 


Schwert Tanz (Sword Dance) 
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troduced, with the boys often standing in a circle and the 
girls whirling round them. In general, the ‘‘Schuhplattler’’ is 
a capital example of how adaptable the folk-dance is even 
to-day, and of how, instead of obeying the caprice of the indi- 
yidual, it responds to the dictates of the times. The same 
phenomenon can be observed in many other dances. In gen- 
eral, the Austrian folk-dancing movement clings firmly to 
tradition and faithfully adheres to the established dances, 
most of which are very good. At the same time, a body of ex- 
pert opinion holds that, in form and style, changes are taking 
place gradually and that this is a healthy sign. Irresponsible 
alterations, additions, and omissions are deprecated, and the 
answer to critics who object that changes come about too 
slowly is: changes occur of their own accord, inevitably; just 
wait 100 years and you will be amazed at the changes that 
have taken place in our folk-dances. 

The Austrian folk-dances are not an isolated species, 
but a part of the larger heritage of South-German dances as a 
whole. Despite their ‘‘Alpine’’ flavor they have much in com- 
mon with other European folk-dances. The mountainous coun- 
tries of Europa — Switzerland, Austria, Upper Bavaria, the 
Basque country, Norway, etc. — did not for the most part in- 
vent their dances, but gave them a highly individual stamp. 
They have also adhered more faithfully to traditions and pre- 
served them right up to the present day, so imbuing them 
with a unique blend of ancient and modern. Take for instance 
some of the impressive Austrian dances associated with defi- 
nite customs, such as the sword-dance of the workers in the 
Hallein salt-mines, basically similar to the ‘‘chain’’ sword- 
dance of England yet in detail quite different. Or hoop-dances 
such as the Huettenberg hoop-dance of the iron-ore workers in 
Carinthia, which displays many affinities with similar dances 
in Austria and Germany. To see one of these ceremonial 
dances, wherein the performers (men only) wear a sort of 
semi-circular hoop bound in green and execute the most grace- 
ful movements in unison, is to realize how intimately the 
whole of the little mining-village is involved in the proceed- 
ings, and with what interest the dancing is followed by every 
single inhabitant. It is a scene out of the Middle Ages, but 
very much alive, not an exhibit in a museum. Anyone who has 


Banditanz (Streamer Dance) 


seen a ‘‘Perchtentanz’’ or any other of the extraordinary 
Carnival dances that are performed in the mountain villages 
will need time to get over the shock of realizing that he is 
not in Tibet or Central Africa, but in Austria. He will also 
derive some idea of the undercurrent and background of 
thought that is expressed in these ‘‘ritual’’ dances. 

It is indeed interesting that dances of this nature have 
not only survived but have actually in some cases taken on a 
new lease of life of their own accord. Admittedly the demands 
of the tourist are to some extent responsible, but anyone can 
see for himself the lively interest taken by the local popula- 
tion, who regard these dances as anything but just another 
device to make money out of tourists. 

What about the so-called ‘‘International folk-dancing’’ in 
Austria? Folk-dancing always implies a degree of nationalism, 
but fortunately an international association, in which Austria 
is also participating, is being formed, embracing all the folk- 
dance movements in the various individual countries con- 
cerned. Yet in the Austrian view it is the traditional dances 
of the individual countries, with their own particular flavor, 
that a European association must be at pains to preserve; but 
this view is not shared by some folk-dancing organizations in 
other European countries. At the same time, many folk-danc- 
ing groups are keenly interested in trying out dances from 
other countries, and perhaps in time from the national heri- 
tage of folk-dances of the various European and American 
countries there will emerge a small ‘‘repertoire’’ of dances to 
be performed at international gatherings. But most Austrian 
folk-dance leaders insist that each country should continue 
to give priority to the idiom of its own national dances. 

An examination of the three main kinds of folk-dancing 
practiced in Austria (the ‘‘authentic’’ traditional dancing, the 
dances of the folklore movement adapted to the demands of 
modern society in strict accordance with tradition, and the 
commercialized dancing for the benefit of tourists), reveals 
that everything is still in a state of flux. Yet it is to be hoped 
that a healthy folk-dance movement in town and country will 
be an influential feature of community life in Austria tomor- 
row and the day after. 

Herbert Lager 


Dance in Vorarlberg 
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SCIENCE AND THE ARTS 


EMIL FROESCHELS THROAT, NOSE AND EAR 
SPECIALIST HONORED IN NEW YORK 

On June 7, Dr. Johanna Nestor, Acting Austrian Consul 
General in New York, decorated Professor Dr. Emil Froeschels 
with Austria’s Medal for Science and Arts First Class which 
had been awarded to him by Federal president Schaerf. 

Dr. Froeschels, a well-known throat, nose and ear spe- 
cialist, came to the United States in 1939 after a distinguish- 
ed career in his native Vienna. Dr. Froeschels worked first as 
a research professor at the University of Washington in St. 
Louis, Mo., and as head of the speech and voice department 
of Mt. Sinai Hospital in New York. He became head of New 
York’s Beth Israel Hospital’s Voice Clinic in 1950. 

He is the co-founder, first president and now an honoraty 
president of the /nternationale Gesellchaft fuer Logopaedie 
und Phoniatrie, president of The New York Society for Speech 
and Voice Therapy, member of the American Speech and 
Hearing Association, and in addition, is an honorary member 
of numerous international scientific organizations. 


PHILIPP R. REZEK OF MIAMI BEGINS SERIES 
ON MEDICAL EDUCATION IN VIENNA 

The University of Miami published recently the first of 
a series of twelve papers on Medical Education in Vienna, 
These papers deal with the teaching of Neuropsychiatry in 
pre-Hitler days. Its author, Dr. Philipp R. Rezek, is Profes- 
sor of pathology at the University of Miami School of Medi- 
cine and Director of the department for Pathological Anatomy 
at the Jackson Memorial Hospital. Dr. Rezek plans to publish 
another eleven papers on other aspects of the teaching of 
medicine during the heydays of Vienna’s Medical School. 


CONGRESS FOR PSYCHOTHERAPY IN VIENNA 

A congress for psychotherapy — under the patronage of 
Austrian president Adolf Schaerf and under the chairman- 
ship of professor Hans Hoff — will be held at the University 
of Vienna from August 21- 26. 

The theme of the congress is ‘‘Psychotherapy and 
Clinical Medicine.’’ This subject has been divided into five 
special categories to be discussed in lectures, symposium 
and condensed reports. Until the end of May, 250 papers had 
been submitted. It is expected that altogether more than 500 
papers will be available when the gathering opens. 

In addition to the official schedule, four popular lectures 
will be held in the University’s auditorium maximum, 


THE POSTER AS A MIRROR OF OUR SOCIETY 

The Vienna Arbeiterkammer (Chamber of Labor) has ar- 
ranged an exhibition of remarkable posters of the last hun- 
dred years. Exhibited are mainly the works of West European 
artists, however, Austria, Poland and the United States are 
also represented, 

Professor Hans Fabigan arranged the unique collection 
— open to the public until July 2 — under the motto: Das 
Plakat als Ausdruck der Kultur ~, Gesellschafts — und 
Sittengeschichte seiner Zeit (The poster as a mirror of the 
cultural, social and moral history.) 


INTERNATIONAL THEATER CONGRESS IN VIENNA 
On June 5, Austrian Federal president Adolf Schaer 


opened the 9th Congress of the International Theater Inst.= 


tute (ITI) at the Vienna Hofburg. He emphasized in his ope 
ing speech that it is the duty of the contemporary Theater t 
make the works of the old as well as the new dramatic a 
available to all. 

‘*The main theme of the Congress — The Director — 
especially welcome, because on stage as well as in real life 
forces that bring order into the sequence of events are jp. 
dispensable,’’ said the President. 

Thereafter, Vicenzo Torraco, president of the ITI, pai 
tribute to Vienna’s reputation as the City of Theaters, 
also gave a resume of the [nstitute’s accomplishments, ay 
expressed hope for its fruitful future. 

Finally, Michael Dard, director of the Art and Literay 
Section of UNESCO, welcomed the representatives of th 
participating 38 countries and paid tribute to Vienna’s rok 
in European Theater which pre-destined it as the City fy 
Theater Congress. 


AUSTRIAN TV DOCUMENTARY HONORED IN CANNES 

An honorable citation has been awarded recently to th 
Austrian television documentary ‘‘Simplizissimus’’ at th 
Cannes, France, contest for the ‘‘Grand prix.’’ The script 
was written by Joerg Mauthe, the artistic direction was i 
the hands of Walter Devvy. 


The film was shown as part of a series entitled Fix} 


Illustrierte, bitte (A Magazine, Please), sponsored by th 
Department for Cultural Affairs and Popular Education of th 


Austrian Television Corporation. The company intend to conf 


tinue the series with ducumentaries on such other great his 
torical European magazines as Die Jugend, Fliegende Blae 
ter and Leipziger Illustrierte. 


MODERN THEATER BUILDING 
ON EXHIBIT IN VIENNA 

The Austrian Centre for Architecture in the palais 
Liechtenstein shows at present an exhibition of ‘‘Modem 
Theater Buildings’’ depicting the most famous modern theaters 
in the world in photographs and blueprints. The theater in 
Dallas, designed in 1958 by Frank Lloyd Wright attractei 


considerable attention. Among others shown are the Teatn> 


Vittorio Gassman in Rome, the O’Keefe Centre in Toronto 
and the 1957 constructed Cologne Opera House. 

Other imposing structures are shown from Israel, Brazil, 
Switzerland and Greece. The model of the Opera House it 
Sydney whose roof repeats in many variations the motif o 
an open sea shell is another attraction of this exhibition 


AUSTRIA BEATS ENGLAND'S SOCCER TEAM 3:1 (2:1) 

Austria’s National Soccer Team defeated the famous 
English National Team 3:1 (2:1) in a sportsmanlike and ve) 
fair fight recently in Vienna. 

The match took place in the Prater Stadium of Vieni 
and was attended by 90.726 fans. The receipts of 1,580.00 
Schilling (approx. $60,000) were the highest ever grossed fa 
a sport event in Austria. 
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MANUSCRIPT OF HAYDN OPERA RE-DiSCOVERED 

The manuscript of Joseph Haydn’s opera “‘Das abge brannte 
Haus’? (The Burnt House), also called ‘“‘Die Feuerbrunst’’ 
(The Conflagration), which was performed between 1776 and 
1778 at the Marionette Theater of Castle Esterhazy, has been 
found at Yale University, 

The work, which had been considered lost, was acquired 
by an American frbm a Paris second-hand book store in 1935. 
jts authenticity has now been verified. The Drottingholm 
Theater in Stockholm will produce the opera in the fall. 
The performance will be broadcast over the Swedish radio 
network. 


INCA RUINS FOUND BY AUSTRIAN 

The Austrian mountain climber and archaeologist mat- 
thias Rebitsch has discovered Inca ruins on lLullayaco 
mountain in the Province Salta at the Argentine-Chilean 
border. These buildings date back from a time before Amer- 
ica was discovered. 

Rebitsch declared at a press conference in Buenos Aires 
that he came across an old stone wall at a height of 22,209 
feet which completely ringed the summit of the mountain. 
He immediately started excavations. At a depth of about 80 
feet beneath the summit he discovered two stone huts which 
probably had been used as signal stations by the Incas. 

For the ascent, Rebitsch used Austrian-built Puch- 
Haflinger trucks. He established a new record for motorized 
trucks by taking his vehicles to a height of 18,744 feet. He 
assured the journalists that these trucks performed excel- 
lently on the trail-less rocky slopes. 


RESULTS OF RECENT AUSTRIAN CENSUS 

The results of the Austrian census of May 21, 1961 are 
now available. They show that, compared with the previous 
census in 1951, the population of Austria has risen from 
6,933,905 to 7,060,133 and that of Vienna from 1,616,125 to 
1,627,034. 

The 1,627,034 Viennese live in 691,949-households. This 
means an increase of more than 10,900 in population over the 
1951 figure. On the other hand, households increased by 
19,710, almost 100 per cent. In 1951, 13 per cent of the popu- 
lation was 65 years of age or older. 

There is an increase of 1.4 per cent in total population 
over the pre-war period which showed 6,760, 233 persons in 1934. 

The percentage of increases or decreases in the in- 
dividual provinces vary greatly. The largest increases oc- 
curred in the four Western provinces of Upper Austria, Salz- 
burg. Tyrol and Vorarlberg. Vorarlberg’s population increased 
by no less than 45.2 per cent, Salzburg 41.8 per cent, Tyrol 
32.5 per cent and Upper Austria 25.3 per cent, 

Carinthia (increase 21.9 per cent) and Styria (11.4 per 
cent) also had relatively high population increases, while 
the Eastern provinces of Vienna, Lower Austria and Burgen- 
land generally showed considerable decreases. The popula- 
tion of the capital of Vienna dropped from 1,874,130 in 1934 
to 1,627,034 at the last census. The decrease in the Burgen- 
land amounted to 9.6 per cent and in Lower Austria 9.1 per cent. 


AMERICAN PRODUCER MAKES FILM IN VIENNA 

The American producer Andrew L. Stone, known for his 
movie ‘‘Stormy Weather’’ and others, will film ‘‘The Password 
of Courage’’ in Vienna this fall. 

Stone writes his own scenario and his wife Virginia di- 
rects. The plot concerns a Polish KZ inmate who manages to 
flee to Vienna where he builds up a new life. 

Since Stone prefers authentic locations, he also visited 
Poland where his project was viewed with great anticipation. 
Stone is also intrigued by the idea of being the first Ameri- 
can to use his camera behind the [Iron Curtain, but he said 
amusingly, ‘‘Vienna is just about the ideal place for making 
a film. I would rather work here.’’ 


FRANZ GRILLPARZER IN ENGLAND AND AMERICA — 
A BOOK BY ARTHUR BURKHARD 

This book, published by the Grillparzer-Gesellschaft, 
Bergland Verlag, Vienna 1961, is the original English ver- 
sion of a paper written by the outstanding American Grillpar- 
zer translator and researcher Arthur Burkhard. It aims at sat- 
isfying the growing interest shown abroad in Grillparzer’s life 
and work. Burkhard’s study offers extensive factual informa- 
tion and opens new vistas to the Grillparzer research, re- 
vealing, as it does, many connecting links with the English 
and American cultural scenes, hitherto unnoticed or over- 
looked. 

The paper is divided in three parts: the first, under the 
title ‘‘Grillparzer in England and America — An Annotated 
Bibliography’’ contains bibliographic material. The second 
part gives the first complete account of all productions of 
Grillparzer’s work in England and America and contains 
much information completely unknown. 

The third part, which includes a translation of ‘‘Die 
Ahnfrau’’ by Timothy Brooks, is devoted to a historio-critical 
comparison of the various English versions of Grillparzer’s 
dramas. Facsimiles of manuscripts, theater programs, scenery 
and portraits round off the excellent publication. 


AN UNKNOWN MOZART MANUSCRIPT DISCOVERED 

Prof. Holschneider, a member of the Salzburg Mozarteum, 
has discovered the manuscript of a hitherto unknown compo- 
sition by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. It is the score of a mass 
containing not only new material but also some already known 
Mozartian melodies. Prof. Holschneider found the manuscript 
in the municipal library of Bergamo (Italy). 


AUSTRIANS CONQUER MT. GHENT 
IN KARAKORUM MOUNTAIN SYSTEM 

Guided by Erich Waschak, a group of six Austrian moun- 
tain climbers, after five vain attempts, succeeded in reach- 
ing the summit of Mt. Ghent in the eastern part of the Kara- 
korum mountain system in East Kashmir (Pakistan). Mt. 
Ghent is 24.278 feet high. The group conquered the top on 
June 4th. 
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AUSTRIAN CULTURE PASSES REVUE 
IN AN EXHIBITION OF THE VIENNA 
HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

At the beginning of June, a display of Austrian culture 
in the 19th and 20th century was opened at the Vienna His- 
torical Museum. The show is intended as a permanent exhib- 
ition of paintings,specimens of interior decoration, industrial 
art, and other typical furnishings of the epoch between the 
early 19th century and the beginning of the present century. 

From the background of paintings by Heinrich Fueger 
(1751-1818) and Angelika Kauffmann (1741-1807), enriched 
by chinaware, silver articles, and arts and crafts products of 
the first generation of the 19th century, the exhibition leads 
over the Napoleonic area and the time of the Vienna Congress 
to the art of the Biedermeier epoch which reflects the style 
of living and cultural ambitions of the higher 19th century 
middle class. Outstanding artists representing this sphere 
are Rudolf Alt, Peter Fendi, Carl Schindler, Josoph Dan- 
hauser, and Franz Eybl. 

Another sector of the exhibition is devoted to the Old 
Viennese popular theater, linked with names such as Ferdi- 
nand Raimund and Johann Nestroy. In addition, Austrian mu- 
sic is represented by exhibits relating to Strauss and Lanner. 
Among a wealth of contemporary articles and utensils, paint- 
ings by Friedrich Amerling and Ferdinand Waldmueller give 
a specific atmosphere to this part of the great review of Aus- 
trian culture and history. 

A separate show-room isreserved to an exhibition reflect- 
ing the great traditions of the Burgtheater and the classical 
Viennese operetta. Specimens of interior decoration include 
the apartment of Franz Grillparzer, an Empire period room of 
the former Geymueller Palace, and the apartment of the fam- 
ous architect Adolf Loos. 


BURGENLAND IS THE COUNTRY OF 
CITADELS AND MINERAL SPRINGS 

Eastern Burgenland this month combines celebration of 
its fortieth birthday as a member of the Austrian federation 
of states with the opening of a mineral water bottling sta- 
tion of the pharmaceutical works in St. Martin. 

Burgenland has many medicinal waters and can offer 
some kind of ‘‘water’’ for almost any illness. The [lnitz min- 
eral spring is useful in cases of stomach and intestinal 
disease while the spring in Rettenbach serves to alleviate 
states of exhaustion and digestive troubles. The waters of 
Moerbisch and Ppurbach are being applied to gall bladder, 
liver and urinary diseases. 

The new plant in St. Martin serves filling all these 
waters of Burgenland into containers, i.e., no longer glass 
bottles but plastic covered paper containers. Approximately 
500,000 liters (125,000 gallons) of waters will be filled into 
these containers each month, and large storehouses will be 
ready to store up to 7 million liters (1.75 million gallons) of 
these waters in containers. 

The new plant, which disposes of the medicinal waters 
of seven mineral springs in Burgenland, was built at a cost 
of $115,000. 


THEATRICAL EXPERIMENT IN SPITTAL 

The Cultural Association of the Municipality of Spitta) 
an der Drau in Carinthia is preparing this year to enrich the 
Festival season by a theatrical experiment. From July 29 
until the end of August, the Cultural Association will presen 
theater performances in the court-yard of the Porcia Renaigs. 
sance Castle in Spittal under the direction of the Austria 
avant-gardist stage manager Herbert Wochinz. 

Starring professional actors, the program envisages foy 
comedies: William Shakespeare’s ‘‘The Comedy of Errors”, 
Georges Feydeau’s ‘‘Der Gefoppte’’ (Le Dindon — The Sin. 
pleton), and the two one-act pieces ‘‘Bourbouroche”’ by 





A View of Sellasd 
Georges Courteline and ‘‘Kein Pfeffer fuer Czermak’’ (No 
Pepper for Czermak) by H.C. Artmann, a young Austrian av 


thor of modernist tendency, who recently made a name fa 


himself in-the German-language area by his collection of po 
ems in the Viennese dialect, entitled ‘‘mit oana schwoaz 
dintn’’ (Frolics in Black and White). The stage decorations 
will be designed by noted modernist artists of the younge 
generation in Austria, such as Josef Mikl, Wolfgang Hutter, 
Wolfgang Hollegha, and Annemarie Siller. 


VIENNA STATE OPERA MOUNTS 
A LEO SLEZAK MEMORIAL SHOW 

A special exhibition devoted to Vienna’s unforgotten 
tenor Leo Slezak, father of well-known American actor, Wal 
ter Slezak, has recently been opened in the Tapestry Hall od 
the Vienna State Opera and will remain open to the public 
until the end of the season. 

The exhibition presents a wide range of showpieces il 
lustrating the personal life and the musical career of the fa 
mous singer (1875-1946) who was a member of the Vienm 
Opera company for 33 years, during which he appeared in 936 
performances, interpreting 44 different parts in classical op 
eras. 

Glass cases display manuscripts of his various books 
and many items connected with his activities in motion pic- 
tures. After his retirement from the operatic stage, Slezak 
starred in some 52 films using his so far unemployed talent 
as a brilliant comedian. 


VIENNA ART ACADEMY SHOWS EXHIBITION OF 
DRAWINGS BY C. HOLZMEISTER 

In mid-June, the Vienna Academy of Fine Arts opened 
an exhibition entitled ‘‘Clemens Holzmeister — his Architec- 
tural Drawings of the Past 50 Years.’’ The show includes 
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attistic drawings and architectural designs from the very be- 
ginning of Holzmeister’s career in 1911 to the present day. 

Besides sketches and water-colors made on the occa- 
sion of journeys, the visitor sees drafts of building projects, 
ranging from gravestone designs and mountain chapels to 
cathedrals and monuments. Other drawings show Holzmeister’s 
concept of an architectural modernization of surroundings of 
Vienna’s St. Charles Church,demonstrated in scale models and 
perspective prospects of the buildings concerned. 

A special room is devoted to the new Festival House in 
Salzburg, shown in color photographs and plans which at the 
end of June will be sent to Sao Paulo (Brazil) to form part of 
an International Exhibition on Theatrical History. 








Sa 


Facade wa the new Festival Theater in Salzburg 


NEW BRONZE AGE EXCAVATIONS MADE IN AUSTRIA 

30 caves serving as dwellings, ceramics, tools made 
from bones, and jewelry, probably relics of an earlier bronze 
age period, were recently discovered when engineers began 
construction work for a new road near Fels at the Wagram in 
Lower Austria. 

A great number of stool graves had been found in this 
region before, and experts theorize that the newly unearthed 
dwelling caves are part of a settlement which must have con- 
sisted of about 200 such dwellings. 


VIENNA WOMEN’S FASHION IN DEMAND 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 

The Fourteenth Vienna Women’s Fashion Week, from 
May 29 to June 3, 1961, attracted some 400 purchasing agents 
from Austria and twelve foreign countries, among them repre- 
sentatives of leading department stores in the German Feder- 
al Republic, the Scandinavian countries, the United States, 
South Africa, and South America. The central event of this 
year’s Fashion Week was a fashion show arranged by the 
newly established export association of Austrian Women’s 
wear industries (Exporting), which comprises 16 first-ranking 
enterprises of the branch. 


COOPERATION OF AUA AND PAA 

The Austrian Airlines (AUA)company recently concluded 
& three-year agreement with the Pan American World Airways, 
securing to the US company the technical, administrative, and 
organizational services of the Austrian enterprise in an advi- 
sory and representative function. 


KUM 


AUSTRIA SHOOTING MOVING PICTURE IN CANADA 

In Canada, a team of the Viennese Mundus Film has 
just finished shooting outdoor scenes for their new picture 
‘Wild Geese’’ which is based upon Martha Ostenso’s novel 
‘The Call of the Wild Geese.’’ Director Hans Heinrich and 
cameraman Walter Tuch spent no less than three weeks in 
the Rocky Mountains, on the high plane near the city of 
Calgary, and in the last remaining Indian reserves, Ewald 
Balser, Heidemarie Hatheyer and Brigitte Horney perform 
the star roles in this picture which tells the tragedy of a 
family of Canadian settlers. 


FRIESACH FESTIVAL PRESENTS 
SHAKESPEARE, KLEIST PLAYS 

The Castle-Yard Theater Festival in the Carinthian town 
of Friesach, an enterprise of a local lay actors’ play group 
which gradually grew into an internationally noted institution, 
last year, in the eleventh season of its activities, recorded a 
total attendance figure of about 300,000, This year’s Friesach 
Castle-Yard Theater Festival will open at the end of June, 
with William Shakespeare’s ‘‘King Lear’’ and Heinrich von 
Kleist’s ‘‘Der zerbrochene Krug’’ (The Broken Jug) on the 
program.) 
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Friesach, Scene of Festivals 


CENTRAL HEATING ON WHEELS 

The community of the city of Vienna has acquired a cen- 
tral heating plant which cannot only be transported from loca- 
tion to location but is also capable of furnishing heat to 150 
apartments for the duration of four days. 

This system consists of a movable boiler plant which 
can be put to immediate use whenever the regular central 
heating system fails and also when needed to warm up con- 
struction during winter building periods. 

The special vehicles, built by the Simmering-Graz-Pauk- 
er works, resemble tank waggons carried by semi-trailer 
trucks. One waggon serves to transport the oil tank with ap- 
proximately 2,800 gallons of oil, the other to carry the boiler 
with the completely automatic combustion plant. The quan- 
tity of heat produced amounts to one billion calories. 


A NOVELTY AT THE DORNBIRN FAIR 

At the forthcoming Dornbirn Fair, July 14 to 23, an Aus- 
trian chemical concern will introduce a new ready-for-use 
synthetic resinous glue, suitable for use in heating presses 
at 120 degrees Centigrade. It is especially recommended for 
effective glueing of veneers and should be extremely uscful 
in the furniture industry. 
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STAMP NEWS 


STAMP COLLECTING FOREMOST AUSTRIAN HOBBY 

According to a recently conducted Gallup poll, out of 
about seven million Austrians, 800,000 have a hobby of one 
kind or another, They collect anything from the lids of beer 
mugs to stamps, men and women alike. 

In first place are the stamp collectors, followed by coin 
collectors and photographers, plant and flower collectors. 
Women prefer picture post cards and recipes. Match boxes, 
newspaper clippings, beer mugs, shells, napkins, ash trays 
are other items in this list of hobbies. The majority of the 
collectors is in the age group from 18 to 29 years. 


FOUR NEW STAMPS COMMEMORATE 100th 
ANNIVERSARY OF VIENNA'S SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS, SCULPTORS AND PAINTERS 

The Austrian Postal Administration has issued four new 
stamps on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the founda- 
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1 schilling: Detail from ‘‘Mower in the Alps’’ by Albi 
Egger-Lienz, 

1% schillings: ‘“The Kiss’’ by August von Pettenkofen, 

3 schillings: ‘‘portrait of a Girl’? by Anton Romakpo, 

5 schillings: Detail from ‘‘The Triumph of Ariadne 
by Hans Makart. 





Another special postage stamp this one comme moratin, 


the 13th session of the Council of Ministers of the European 


Conference of Ministers of Transport was issued in May, 

The meeting took place in Vienna, and was attended by 
transport ministers from Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France 
the Federal Republic of Germany, Greece, Italy, Luxembouy, 
the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerlay 
United Kingdom and Yugoslavia. The conference dealt yj. 
marily with financial difficulties and other economic probley 
of the European railway system 
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